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absolute quietism and intellectual sterility. These
two tendencies may, therefore; have had some
influence on the decadence of fine art in India.
In the days of Hindu political supremacy the
manifold activities of a self-supporting and vigor-
ous national life would tend to stimulate the
creative powers of thought and counteract the
depressing influence of a doctrine which led to a
kind of intellectual nihilism, as far as sense-
perception is concerned. But when these activi-
ties became subject to the tutelage of a foreign
domination this stimulus ceased to be effective.
Intellectual Hinduism gave itself up to its mystic
reveries and ceased to interest itself in original
artistic production.
Deprived on the one hand of the intellectual
stimulus which gave it life, and, on the other,
of the physical stimulus of state patronage,
promoting a natural and healthy activity, it is
not surprising that much of the Hindu sculpture
of the present day has become a stereotyped
repetition of conventional forms in which the
highest poetic qualities of a " fine" art are
generally lacking.
But this very conventionalism and stereotyped
tradition have nevertheless been the means of
preserving artistic qualities which raise some
modern Indian architectural sculpture far above
the level of what Europeans and English-educated
Indians perversely substitute for it.